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On Feb. 18, 1984, at the height of Guatemala’s 36-year civil war, trade unionist and engineering
student Edgar Fernando García, who was an active member of the Partido Guatemalteco del Trabajo
(PGT), left home and began his daily journey to work (NotiCen, March 26, 2009).
On his way, García was intercepted by the Brigada de Operaciones Especiales (BROE), a special
unit set up by the now-defunct Policía Nacional (PN) to follow and detain "subversives"—such as
unionists, suspected guerrillas, communists, and indigenous and human rights activists.
When García tried to escape, he was shot by BROE agents. He never returned home and to this day
his family does not know where he was buried.
On Oct. 18, 2010, 26 years after García’s disappearance, Abraham Lancerio Gómez and Héctor
Roderico Ramírez Ríos, two of the agents responsible, faced trial in the Eighth Tribunal of the
Guatemalan Corte Suprema de Justicia (CSJ).
Two other former police agents, Alfonso Guillermo de León and Hugo Rolando Gómez Osorio, are
wanted by the Guatemalan authorities and have been on the run since June 2009.
During the trial, over 600 historical documents from the Archivo Histórico de la Policía Nacional
(AHPN)—a vast collection of PN files that were accidentally discovered in 2005 (NotiCen, July
21, 2005), in a decaying and rat-infested munitions depot in Guatemala City—were used as key
evidence against the accused, supported by the testimony of 10 witnesses.
The testimony of researcher Kate Doyle, director of the National Security Archive (NSA) at George
Washington University, as well as that of Colombian statistical expert Daniel Guzmán were also
crucial in securing a guilty verdict against Gómez and Ramírez.
Mynor Alvarado, director of the judicial department of the human rights organization Grupo de
Apoyo Mutuo (GAM), said that, before the García case could be brought to trial, the organization
had to appeal against a verdict by the Fourth Tribunal in 2009, which ruled that "forced
disappearance" did not exist as a specific crime under Guatemalan law when the trade unionist was
abducted.

Who gave the order?
Héctor Roderico Ramírez Ríos and Abraham Lancerio Gómez were 26 and 21 years old, respectively,
when García was arrested. But who ordered his detention and subsequent disappearance?
During the trial, Ministerio Público (MP) prosecutor Manuel Vásquez asked the Eighth Tribunal to
order an investigation into the role played by their superiors in this forced disappearance: Áxel René
Flores Osorio, director of the Águilas Azules—an elite police squad in charge of executing urban
subversives; Jorge Alberto Gómez López, director of the PN’s Cuarto Cuerpo—the division accused
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of García’s abduction; Mónico Antonio Cano Paredes, director of the PN’s Centro de Operaciones
Conjuntas; and Héctor Bol de la Cruz, director of the PN.
The new investigation will also include Byron Disrael Lima Estrada, former director of the Military
Intelligence Bureau G2, accused of training the PN’s Cuarto Cuerpo to carry out special operations
to eliminate political opponents of Guatemala’s military regime. In 2001, Lima Estrada was found
guilty of involvement in the murder of Bishop Juan Gerardi and is serving a 20-year prison sentence
(NotiCen, June 14, 2001).
Documentary evidence presented during the trial includes a memo signed by Jorge Alberto Gómez,
director of the PN’s Cuarto Cuerpo, which mentions that Ramírez and Lancerio were decorated for
detaining García.
Other key pieces of evidence are the many habeas corpus petitions filed by García’s family, to which
the Cuarto Cuerpo repeatedly responded that they knew nothing of García’s whereabouts, which
proves that the authorities deliberately concealed information about the case.
Ramírez and Lancerio were given a 62-year prison sentence for abuse of authority, illegal detention,
kidnapping, and forced disappearance.
During the trial, Vásquez argued that the crime of forced disappearance, which was included
under Guatemalan law in 1996 when the Peace Accords were signed, "is permanent," meaning that
perpetrators can be tried retroactively.

El Jute case
Human rights lawyer Ramón Cadena explains that this is the third forced-disappearance case
that has been brought to trial, which sets a legal precedent that will allow similar cases to be
investigated.
The first cases were the trials of former Army commanders Felipe Cusanero—given a 150-year
prison sentence for the disappearance of six people between 1982 and 1983 in the department of
Chimaltenango—and José Domingo Ríos Martínez, found guilty of the disappearance of eight
people in the village of El Jute, in the eastern department of Chiquimula.
"This is a paradigmatic case because there is tangible proof in the [PN] archives that the authors
were state agents," said Deputy Nineth Montenegro, GAM founder.
GAM hopes that 108 similar cases will be brought to trial during the next two years.
One of them relates to a new investigation into rape allegations in El Jute. It seems incredible that an
argument about a soccer match could lead the forced disappearance of eight people and the rape of
five women, but that is what happed 29 years ago in this tiny village.
It all began on Aug. 17, 1981, when a faction close to a local military commander lost a soccer match
against a team made up of local villagers and felt so aggravated by the defeat that they began an
angry scuffle in which several players from both teams were injured.
A few days later, the players from the losing team went to the Zacapa military base and accused
their opponents of involvement in a subversive guerrilla organization.
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On Oct. 19, between 150 and 300 soldiers stormed El Jute and abducted eight villagers: Jacobo
Crisóstomo Chegüén, Miguel Ángel Chegüén Crisóstomo, Raúl Chegüén, Inocente Gallardo,
Antolín Gallardo Rivera, Valentín Gallardo Rivera, Santiago Gallardo Rivera, and Tránsito Rivera.
They never returned.
On Dec. 17, the soldiers returned to the village and kidnapped five women who were repeatedly
beaten and raped.
Former Army commander Ríos Martínez died weeks after he was found guilty of ordering the forced
disappearance of the eight villagers.
Of the five women who were raped, only two remain alive—Belia Chegüén Ramos and Nidia
Crisóstomo Mateo, who were aged 15 and 16, respectively, when they were abducted.
On Aug. 30 this year, GAM demanded that the MP should investigate the rape of these women. A
week ago, they testified about their ordeal in Gesell Chamber.
This will be the first case of rape committed during the armed conflict to be brought to trial. GAM
estimates that more than 5,000 women were raped by soldiers during the war as part of a state policy
of genocide against the Mayan population.

-- End --
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